TheT ragedie of Hamlet 

His greatnes wayd, his will is not his owne. 

He may not as vnualewed perfons doe. 

Came for himfelfo, for on his choife depends 
Xhe fafty and health of this whole (latCt 
And therefore muft his choife be circu mfcribd 
Vnto the voyce and ye^Iding of that body 
Whereof he is the head, then if befaies heloues you. 
It fits your wifdome fo farre to belieue it 
As he in his particuler aft and place 
May giue his faying deedej which is no further 
Xhen the inaine voyce of Denmarke goes withalL 
Then way what lofle your honor may I’uftaine 
If with too credent eare you Jid his fon^s 
Or loofeyour hart, or your chad treafurc open 
To his vnmaftred importunity. 

Feare it Ophcliu^ fearc it my dearc fiftcr. 

And keepeyou in the reare ofyour aflPeftion 
Outofthefhot and danger of defire, 

“ The charieft maide is prodigal i inough 

If flie vnmaske her butie to tlie Moone 
“ Vertueitfclfefcapesnotcaluninious flrokes 
« The canker gaules the infants of the fprin» • 

Too oft before their buttons be difclof’d, ^ 

And in the mornc and liquid de« e ofyouth ^ 

Contagious blaftments are moft iminent. 

Be wary then, beftfafety lies in feare. 

Youth to it felfe rebels, though non els neare. 

Ofihe. 1 foall the efFeft of this good JelTbn keepe 
As watchman to my hart, but good my brother 

jDoe not as feme vngracious paflors doe, 

bhowe me the ftep and thorny way to hcauen 

Whiles a puft, and reckles libertine 
Himfelfe the primrofe path of daliencetreads. 
Andreakesnothisownereed. 

Ldcr^ O feare me notj 

Tftay ^o long, but Iiecre my father comes 
A double blefsing, is a double grace, 

Occafion fmiles vpon a fecond leaue. 

Yet Jicere L^mes a bord^a bord for fhame. 


’Prince of DenmarJ^, 

Thewind fits in the flioulder ofyour faile, 

And you arc flayed for, there my blefsing with ihei. 

And thefe fewe precepts in thy memory 

Lookc thou charafter, giue thy thoughts no tongue, 

Nor any vnproportion’d thought his aff, 

Bethou faroilier, but by no meancs vulgar, 

Thofe friends thou haft, and their a dbption tried. 

Grapple them vnto thy foule with hoopes of fteele. 

But doe not dull thy palme with entertainment 
Of each new hatcht vnflcdgd courage, beware 
Of entrance to a quarrell, but being in. 

Bear t that th’oppofcd may beware of thee, 

Giue euery man thy eare, but fewe thy voyee, 

Take cachmans cenfure,butreferuethyiudgcment, 
Coftly thy habite as thy purfe can by. 

But not expreft in fancy 5rich not gaudy. 

For the apparrell oft proclaimes the man 
And they in Fraunce of the beft ranck and flatlon^ 

Or of a moft felefl and generous, chiefc in that : 

Neither a borrower nor a lender boy, 

Forloue oft loofes both itfelfe, andfriend, 

And borrowigg dulleth edge of hufbandry 5 
This aboue all, to thine owne felfebe true. 

And it muft followe as the night the day 
Thoucanft not then befatfe to any man .* 

Farwell, my blefsingfeafon this in thee. 

Moft humbly doe I take niy leaue my Lord. 
i>ol. The rime inuefts you goe, your feruants tend,. 
l4er. Farwell Ophelia, .and remember well 
What I haiie fayd to you. 

Ophe. Tis in my memory lockt 
And you your felfe fliall keepe the key of ir. 

Leer. Farwell. Exit Xtertes. 

Pol. What ill Ophelu he hath fayd to you f 
Ophe. So pleafe y ou, fomething touching the Lord llmlefi 
Pol. Marry well bethought 
Tis toldc me he hath very oft oflate 
Giuen priuate time to you, and you your felfe 

^aueofyouraudieucebeenemoftficeandboundous. 



